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NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we approach half term, I would like to update you with what has been happening over the last 6 weeks. 

Our older children returning after the break have all settled back nicely. We have been welcoming our new 
little ones as they begin their learning journey at Huntingfield. So far, settling in has been very smooth with 
very FEW tears. 

Our topic for this half term has been ‘All About Me’ please see the topic letter on my website for more details. 
The children have also be learning about Autumn. After half term we will be celebrating Diwali and Halloween 
and supporting Children in Need in our lead up to Christmas!! 

Room 5/Key staff 

Room 5 opened on Monday 23 September. The list in the foyer shows the Room 5 mornings your children have 
been allocated. Generally each child has been given 2 mornings there each week, however, over the year, each 
child will be given an extra morning for one term only and this will be advised accordingly.  

Some of your children’s key staff have changed this term and I have contacted those of you who were 
affected by the changes. 

Room 5 have their own coat boxes to make life easier at garden time. Therefore, your children should wear 
their coats down to Room 5 at drop off time and collect them from there at home time too. 

PLEASE PLEASE can you ensure that you take your children to the toilet before dropping them off, even 
if they say they don’t need to go. Often the staff are having to take the children out before circle time 
even starts which means circle time is delayed. 

Photographs  

Colin, our usual photographer will be taking the children’s individual photographs on Wednesday 30 October. If 
your child is not normally in on Wednesday and you wish their photo to be taken, then please bring them in at 
9.15. If you wish your photos to include siblings then please come in at 9.00. Children who normally attend on 
Wednesdays should be brought to the hall as normal and we will take them to room 4 for the photos. I can 
guarantee that you won’t be disappointed as Colin takes beautiful photographs and they will be ready for 
Christmas-ideal as presents.  

Primary School Applications   

If your child was born between 1.9.15 & 31.8.16 you should be considering your Primary School choices for 
September 2020. Many schools have already started their open mornings for prospective parents, some of 
these dates have been sent home and are also listed in the foyer. There is a step by step guide to admission 
procedures on the Croydon Council website. If your choice of school is not listed, please contact them direct 
for this information. The deadline for applications is Midnight on Wednesday 15 January 2020. The admissions 
department only accepts online applications (www.eadmissions.org.uk) so if this is a problem please contact the 
office direct. Confirmation of the outcome will be available online during the evening of Thursday 16 April 
2020. You can find further information on the London Bor of Croydon website– www.croydon.gov.uk/education/
schools-new/school. 

Fees 
If you require a receipt for fees paid then please return the invoice with your payment and I will sign and 
return it to you as the receipt.  
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Birthday Treat Alternatives 

As an alternative to sweets we have introduced a Birthday Book Library to celebrate your child ’s Birthday. 
The idea is that you bring in a book from whatever source you choose. Perhaps from a charity shop or if 
preferred, a new book from cheaper shops like ‘The Works’ or ‘The Book People’ (online).  We just thought this 
was a lovely idea, and is a great alternative to sugar!! 
Our ‘Birthday Books’ are now included in our Home Learning Library Book box available in the foyer. Please feel 
free to borrow them to read at home with your children. I would be grateful if you could make sure you sign all 
books out and back in again please.  

Home Learning Packs 

The Home Learning packs are a range of activities that help support your child’s learning. They are available in 
the foyer for you to borrow and as with the Library books please ensure that you sign them out and back in. I 
would appreciate your comments on the feedback forms in the packs please. 

Website/Planning 

I often get asked general questions relating to pre-school term dates etc. please look at my website, all the 
information is shown on there and it is updated on a weekly basis. (address is on the front of this newsletter). 
The pre-school’s Yearly, Half Termly and Weekly planning is displayed on there and on my parent notice board. 
This will give everyone, but especially those of you who don’t bring your children to pre-school, the opportunity 
to see what your children are learning and enjoying in more detail. The planning for the forthcoming week is 
updated each weekend. 

Lunch Club 

Providing 5 or more children attend, Lunch Club will run every Wednesday (12.15-1.30 at a cost of £5.) 
Children need to bring their lunch/drink in a named box.  Lunch Club is not compulsory so children can attend 
every week or now and again! Please can the correct money be given in a named envelope to save us time in 
the morning!! 

Asthma Inhalers 
If you child has been diagnosed with Asthma or has an inhaler then can you please ensure you advise us 
immediately and that you provide us with an inhaler to keep on the premises. Inhalers should not be left in 
your child’s bag in the foyer.  An asthma attack is life threatening and therefore it is very important we are 
aware that an inhaler is needed and that a consent form to administer it is completed.  

Coffee Morning-Topic of Discussion 

For future coffee mornings, (generally held monthly) if there is a topic of discussion you would find 
interesting or worthwhile please let me know. It could be focused on school admissions, behaviour, speech and 
language, letters and sounds to name but a few. I will highlight this on my whiteboard in the foyer so please 
add any suggestions there. Also please advise what morning is more convenient for you to attend as I 
appreciate Friday is not convenient for everyone! 

Children’s Bags 

As you will have noticed there are many bags in the foyer. It is very time consuming looking for a particular 
bag if a child needs changing. Therefore if your child is now dry I would be grateful if you could not leave a 
bag in the foyer. Can you also ensure that your child’s name is written clearly on the front. THANK YOU. 

Term Dates 

The new holiday dates list up to July 2020 is displayed on my website and on the parent notice board in the 
foyer. Please note next year’s unusual May Bank Holiday which for the first time will be on a Friday, 8 May 
(not Monday 4th) this is due to the VE DAY celebrations. 
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2 Year Old Progress Check  

From September 2012 we have been required to carry out progress checks for children aged 2. This can be 
carried out at any time between the age of 2 & 3 but must be done before the children turn 3. The check will 
cover the 3 prime areas of development listed below and a written summary will be provided and discussed 
with parents. 

•  Communication & Language  

•  Physical Development  

•  Personal, Social & Emotional Development   

At Huntingfield the check will be carried out by the child’s key person when the child is approximately 2yrs 9 
months. The key person will then discuss the summary with the parents and suggest how parents can work with 
the key person to help & support their child. The aim of the check is to highlight the areas where your child is 
progressing well and any areas where they might need some extra help or support.  If a child attends more 
than one setting then the check must be carried out by the setting where the child spends most of their time. 
For more information please visit the website:-www.foundationyears.org.uk. 

Integrated Review 

The recently introduced Two Year Old Integrated Review brings together the 2 year old progress check
(above) carried out by your child’s key person and the old 2/3 year check that was originally carried out by 
your Health visitor at your GP’s surgery. It is an opportunity for you, together with the key person and health 
visitor to look at your child's progress and strengths and to decide what may be needed to support their 
health, wellbeing, learning and behaviour. The review will be offered to all children before the age of 3 
(approx. 33 months at Huntingfield) and it will be carried out at Huntingfield. (I arrange the appointment) 
Parents will be expected to accompany their child to the appointment and to bring the Red Book, as there are 
details we need to record. There is no charge for this service. 

You do not have to agree to this service. I will invite you to take up the offer but you can choose to just have 
the pre-school progress check, as highlighted above, with your keyperson.  

Christmas Events 

Our Christmas Nativity Concert will be held on Monday 9 December at 11.00 a.m. (Doors open at 10.15) All 
children will be taking part. If your child does not normally attend pre-school on Monday, please bring them in 
at 10.15 prompt, as we need to get them ready. All children who normally attend pre-school on Monday should 
be brought in at the normal time of 9.15 please. The concert will last approximately 30 minutes; therefore the 
morning will finish earlier than normal. There will be opportunities to take photo’s at the end.  

Due to the large amount of children currently attending pre-school, for safety reasons I need to restrict the 
amount of adults attending the concert to 3 per family please!! I am sorry to be mentioning Christmas already 
but I know some parents work and may need to make appropriate arrangements.  

The children's Christmas party will be held on Friday 13 December. The children can come in fancy dress if 
they wish to. There will be an entertainer and party food will be provided. Father Christmas will visit at the 
end of the morning when there will be an opportunity to take photo’s. If your child does not normally attend on 
Friday then please bring them in at 10.15. All children who normally attend on Friday should be brought in as 
normal at 9.15. The party will finish at approx. 12.00.  

Safeguarding Our Children 

Please can parent/carers be aware of the children’s safety while they are on pre-school premises. If you leave 
the pre-school and the doors have been locked can you ensure that you advise a member of staff so they can 
lock the door after you. Also can parents not use mobile phones on the premises, if you need to make a call 
then please do so outside. I always display a notice in the foyer highlighting this. 

I have also been advised by the Addington Residents Association that children are getting out of cars onto 
the road rather than on to the pavement. Recently a child was nearly knocked over by a passing car. So please, 
please ensure your children get out on to the pavement! 

I hope you will all appreciate and observe the pre-school’s safeguarding procedures, ensuring your children are 
kept safe at all times. THANK YOU.  
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 Policies/Procedures/Continuous Improvement 

Available in the foyer (and on my website) are the pre-school’s policies and procedures. These are regularly 
updated and are there for anyone to read (but not take away please) There may be queries you have regarding 
information, protocol or organisation within the pre-school so please have a look. There is also an improvement 
plan which is updated every half term which shows how we continually plan to improve our setting. 

GDPR 

In May 2018 the Data Protection Act was replaced by the General Data Protection Regulations. This has 
impacted on the way that childcare settings manage and process data. At the time of this change I advised all 
my families of the new regulations but many of you are now new to Huntingfield so please find attached the 
privacy notice that explains this process in more detail.  If you have any queries please speak to me.  

Halloween Party 

On Thursday 31 October we would love the children to dress up in their Halloween costumes (this is optional) 
as we will be enjoying Halloween fun and games. 

Can You Help? 

Last week many of you generously donated to the Harvest celebrations at the Church. Those items have now 
been distributed to The Vine Foodbank in New Addington. After meeting with Lesley Holland from the 
Salvation Army who organises and runs the Foodbank, I have decided that I would like to support them ongoing 
not just at Harvest as there are so many families who are in crisis and need as much support as possible. 
Therefore, after half term I will be setting up a food donation box in the foyer.  I would be so grateful if you 
could support this worthwhile cause by making a donation now and again. Items such as Long-life milk, coffee, 
squash, tinned meat/fish, biscuits, crackers, tinned fruit/veg, pasta sauces, sugar, jam, rice, nappies (larger 
size), shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste, soap, toilet rolls, sanitary products, cleaning products and laundry 
tablets are very much in need. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!! 

 

Dates For Your Diary 

Break up for half term           Friday 18 October 

Return                                   Monday 28 October 

Children’s Individual photographs     Wednesday 30 October   

Christmas Nativity Concert          Monday 9 December 

Christmas Party/Break up            Friday 13 December 

 

Finally 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning. We raised an amazing £131.11 

 

Happy half term everyone!! 

 

Elaine 

Manager 


